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TO THE UNITED BR. ANC ‘HES OF OPER ATIVE | 
POTTERS. 


Frrenps, Broruers, anp F ELLoOw-WoRKMEN,— 

We have now arrived at that crisis in the history of 
our trade, when some decided steps must be taken to 
remove what is termed the surplus labour from the Pot- 
ting Branch of British Industry, and practical regula- 
tions entered into for the avoidance, in future, of a recur- 
rence of this monster-evil in the department of British 
manufacture to which we belong 














Under a well-regulated state of society such an anom- | 
aly, as surplus labour, could never exist. Every improve- 
ment in science, every addition to the mechanical and 
manual power of the country would be hailed with 
thanksgiving. The labour market could never become 
over-stocked ; for every addition given to the powers of 
industry, would reduce the hours of labour, without cur- 
tailing the means of physical existence ; and the working 
classes would be placed in a position to realize all the 
domestic comfort, moral improvement, and social enjoy- 
ment, which their construction as rational beings, and | 
members of one great family, so imperatively demand. | 
But, alas! under the present disorganized state of hu- | 
man affairs, that which should be the antidote to the | 
poison of our domestic and social existence, is turned 
into our deadliest bane. Natural justice gives place to | 
conventional misrule ; and the charity, bounty, and | 
goodness of God is sacrificed to the pomp, pride, and 
avarice of the world. 





What a duty, then, rests upon us, as fathers of fami- 
lies, and members of the oppressed labour-class of this 
country, to throw our mite of exertion into the great 
cause of human progression. What a responsibility rests 
upon our heads, situated, as we are, in one of the most 
important districts of British manufacture, concentrated 
as a body of operatives, with all the facilities and means 
for combined and powerful efforts, to set an example to 
the rest of our class, for unity of exertion, purity of 
intention, and liberality of sentiment, unequalled in the 
world before! What a field is thus open to us, of duty 
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and responsibility, that should call forth all the energies 
of our minds, and all the sympathies of our hearts. 
Let the periodical stagnations of our trade, and the gra- 


| dual decline in our circumstances, stimulate us to in- 


creased exertions. Let the starving condition of thou- 
sands of our countrymen, in over-stocked trades, be a 
warning to us, who are already on the brink of that chasm 
in which their prosperity became engulphed. to retrace 
our steps in time; and open, by continuous and well-di- 
rected efforts, an outlet for the surplus labour in our own 
staple and important calling. 


Many are the ways by which this important step might 
be achieved ; but the three most important, and those 
which should first occupy the leading minds of the Pot- 
ters’ Union, are—— 


First, the limitation, or shortening, of the hours of 
labour, so as to create a demand, if possible, for what 
is termed the present unemployed surplus labour. 


Second, the restriction of the number of apprentices 
to the number of journeymen employed in the different 
manufactories in the potting business: and 


Third, the establisment of a Joint Stock Emigration 
Company, for the locating, on the land, for industrial 
and agricultural purposes, any number of potting fami- 
lies which the exigencies of trade, or the state of com- 
merce, may, for the time, demand. 


The first of these propositions has been carried into 
practical efficiency by the colliers, throughout the whole 
of Lancashire, and has been proved to be of sterling 
utility, in diminishing the surplus labour in the mining 
districts of that county. What have been done by the 
colliers, might be done, also, by the potters; and I have 
no doubt, that the latter will take this important matter 
into their most serious consideration, and follow the in- 
my nt example of the United Miners? The colliers 

taffordshire have not entered on the restrictive prin- 
ciple: but I am informed by their intelligent and inde- 
fatigable delegate for this district, Mr. Lomax, that it is 
the intention of the miners to introduce the same as 
edily as possible. What is so eagerly sought after by 
the colliers, should aleo be a degideratum amongst the 
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potters, for it ix well known that there are hundreds of 
operatives in the manufactories of this neighbourhood, 
who seldom, or never, in the winter season, see their fa- 
milies by daylight; but “work, work, work,” to the 
sacrifive of their health and comfort, and the unholy ob- 
strnetion of their unfortunate fellow-workmen in obtain- 
ing a small share of that employ so greedily devoured by 
themselves. It is 
“Work, work, work, 
‘‘ rom weary chime to chiine, 
** Work, work, work, 
“‘ As prisoners work fur crime ;”’ 
and onght to come under the immediate investigation of 
the Union; to the end, that the evil may be removed, and 
the interests of our trade conserved. 


‘The second proposition has also been carried into 
practical efficiency, by the File-smiths of the hardware 
districts. This intelligent body of operatives have re- 
ceived incalculable benefit from limiting the number of 
apprentices to a given number of journeymen; from 
which arrangement their wages, as artizans, are as good ar, 
or better than, any body of operatives in the queendom. 
This should also be a matter of serious reflection for the 
leading minds of the Potters’ Union ; for it is a well- 
known fact, that in Glasgow, Derby, Worcester, and 
other out-potting districts, shoals of apprentices are 
poured into the potting business, from the depressed fa- 
milies of the cotton, woollen, and gloving departments 
of industry ; and which apprentices, at the age of ma- 
turity, are discharged from their employ, for the purpose 
of giving place to younger and less expensive labour ; 
and are thus compelled, periodically, to swarm into the 
Staffordshire Potteries —the great centre of their trade— 
to seek that employment denied to them elsewhere. Let 
it then be our duty, to follow the example of the File 
smiths, and to regulate the number of apprentices in the 
potting department of British industry. 


The third and last proposition has, also, to a certain 
extent, been carried into practical operation by the 
Cotton Spinners of Glasgow, but not upon the same 
principle as that laid down by m+, in last week’s 
Lxaminer. The Spinners simp!y pail the migrating 
expenses of their starving brethren without the 
purchase and gift of Land and Stock. They, poor 
men! had a hopeless Jabour before them. Theirs 
was a Herculean task !—the death-struggle of crown- 
ing men!_—_and it faiied! The great sea of mechani- 
eal invention lay boundless before them. The rapid 
streams of progressive science poured their irresistib'e 
improvements into the mighty ocean of mechanical 
Jabour, and the Cotten Spinners were overwhelmed ! 
Had we the same ovean before us, the same streams 
to contend ayainst, hopeless, too, would be our lot; 
but, at present, OUR LABOUR is confined to a 
few thousands of Operative Potters, whose domes- 
tic happiness and social improvement ‘have been 
retarded, but not destroyed, by the avarice of a few 








desperate competitors who would gamble away, 
without remorse, the comfort, liberty and lives of 
those under their employ. It is for us, then, to 
consider, cally, the practibility of this great step. 
If we enter upon it, we become, at once, objects of 
general interest,_the subjects of national concern. 
It is practical !—it is easy to be entered upon, but it is 
momentous! It is a stretch of mind that the work- 
ing classes have not been used to;—an enlargement 
of principle and operations, that will require much 
study, much care, aud, above all, much integrity; 


and then GREAT WILL BE THE RESULT! 


I have now, felow-workmen, laid briefly before 
you a few of the most important subjects that must 
oceupy the minds of the leading men of our Union. 
1 have faith in those men! They are Potters of 
sterling character, and much intellectual acquirements. 
They, like me, have staked their hopes, in this life, upon 
the plans and ¢fforts of the present Union; and you, 
i am conviveced, will not see them destroyed. You 
will strengthen those hopes; you will mature those 
plans; you will give efficiency to those efforts ; aud, 
in return, your labour shall be remunerated; your 
homes sball be made glad; and, if there be any 
value in the gratitude of one man, you shall have 
the hearty thanksgiving of your fellow-workman and 
friend. 

MENTOR. 





To the Editor of the “‘ Potters’ Ezaminer.” 


Srr,—I have no doubt but that you have observed, that, 
whenever a new system has been introduced into society, 
of whatever wature it might be, it has invariably met 
with opposition, which has, in some degree, retarded its 
progress. 


However good the system might be, or however be- 
neficial it might prove to the parties to whom it related, 
still agitation and opposition attend its introduction ; and 
many are the stumbling blocks placed in the way to it. 


Jt is just so with the Union ; although that movement 
cannot, strictly speaking, be regarded as a new or a 
novel thing. Many are the stumbling blocks, neverthe- 
less, which have been throw in i/s way ; and much has 
been the opposition raised against it, by its enemies and 
professed friends. Yet the former has not stopped its 
course, nor the latter defeated i's design, or destroyed 
its power ; but all have served as an impetus to greater 
energy and activity in carrying the glorious objects the 
Union is designed to accomplish. 


In every branch of the potting business, there are those 
to be found who prove themselves opponents to the pros- 
perity of our cause. In some instances, there is a fore- 
man, who, opposed to the Union himself, is consequently 
opposed to all connected with it. Under Ass inspection 
there may be a number who feel desirous of joining the 





Union, but who think it will be uf no use, so long as 
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their “great head” stands aloof. They think, also, that 
in case they should turn out, their employers would take 
in apprentices in their room, and so they (the old ser- 
vants) would be entirely cut off. ‘This excuse may ap- 
pear plausible to them, but I do not think that it is a 
just one. I question the validity of the premises on 
which their anticipated calamities are founded. Because, 
in the first place, if all were to unite with the Union, 
without the head man, very probably they would gain 
their object without a turn-out ; or, should a turn-out 
be the consequence of their attempt to get their rights, 
still, where would all the apprentices be found to fill up 
their situations? or, supposing that a sufficient number 
could be obtained, who will believe that the “* head man,” 
however clever he may be, can, so soon and so easily, 
instruct them to perform their work, with credit to their 
master, and with satisfaction to the purchaser ? 


If there be any degree of propriety in these remarks, 
let those to whom they particularly refer, seriously take 
into consideration their own personal interests, and the 
welfare of their families, and come forth, regardless of 
their anticipated evil consequences, to the standard of the 
Union ! 

Then, Sir, there are others who will not join the Union, 
simply, because some one of their fellow- workmen won't 
join with them. Paltry excuse! Were this principle 
to become general, there would be no Union at all. For, 
when will it come to pass, that ail will think and act 
alike? When will it be, that every man will love his 
neighbour as himself? When will every man act as a 
man, and every woman as a woman? When will every 
one so fully consider his own interests, and the welfare 
of those connected with him, as to come forth to assist 
in procuring and maintaining both the rights of others as 
well as his own? Without any pretensions to the 
“prophetic vision,” I venture to say, that this state of 
things will mever come to pass; consequently, there 
will never be 9 universal Union. 


I am aware, Sir, that the greater our numbers, the 
greater will be our strength ; and the more strength we 
possess, the more speedily and effectually shall we ac- 
complish the glorious victory we have in view. There is, 
already, sufficient strength in our camp, if properly used, 
to prevent the enemy meking a further aggression on 
the border of our rights and privileges. But we wish to 
rout the enemy completely, and drive him from his strong 
holds! And this, Sir, we shall do honourably, if those 
who now stand back will come to our assistance. 


But, Sir, there are some good-hearted people who do 
not join, because, poor creatures! they cannot afford to 
pay their subscriptions. Poor souls! how many of them 
can afford to get drunk out of what little they do get? 


But, Sir, there is another Aonowrable class of indivi- 
duals who will not join the Union at all. Why? Not 
because they are content with their present condition. 
No! Ask any of them, whether they are satisfied with 
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the present sta'e of things, and if they be honest, can- 
did, and sincere, they will answer in the negative. And 
it is not becanse they think that their grievances will not 
be redressed, or their rights obtaine:|, without a Union; 
but because their narrow-minded selfishness will not allow 
them to part with a trifling sum of money. They are kind 
enough to wish the Union success. But why? Because, 
if there be any benefits resulting from it, they will have 
the pleasure of sharing them. Are these upright prin- 
ciples! Who would think that persons could be found 
so destitute of moral feeling and principle? When will 
such see the folly of their unjust conduct? “ Those 
who do not work, have no right to eat ;” and those who 
will not join the Union, ought not to receive the beuctits 
resulting from it. 
With these remarks, I beg to subscribe myself, 
Yours, Ke., 

A JUNIOR PRINTER. 

Longton, Jan. 29th, 1844. 


To the Editor of the “Potter’s Examiner.” 

Sir,_The advantages that may be obtained by the 
labouring men in this district, by the establishment of 
their Examiner and Advocate (if properly used) are in- 
calcuble. If the oppressed workmen will lay the ground 
of his complaint before the public through i's colums, 
without exaggeration, there will be found sufficent sym- 
patby in the public feeling to raise such an expression 
of indignation towards the oppressor as will cause him 
to tremble for the consequences! But if the workman, 
in painting his cause for public inspection, uses too 
much colour, he is sure to be detected ; and so defeat 
his own cause. Or if he, or any one states his griev- 
ances in a trifling, or jocose, manner,* the best that he 
can reasonably expect from the public is that they wail 
receive it in the same way in which it was written; 
therefore it becomes them, who suffer, to be serious, 
when they appeal to the public. Sir, | bg leave to 
mention an evil, the simple statement of which I deem 
almost sufficient for i's removal, atleast in part: I al- 
lude, Sir, tothe practice of firemen working on the 
Sabbath day. I have been at some troubl- toascertain who 
are the most faulty parties ia this evil practice, and the 
result of my enquiries is as follows. In some cases the 
master is the most faulty party ; but im general the fwult 
lies between the bailiff and the head fireman. 1 meet with 
one man. and converse with him on the impropriety of 
breaking the sabbeth, he acknowledges that it is wrong ; 
but, informs me that he must either do so, or endanger 
his situation. I ask another whether his masterrequires 
him to break the Sabbath ; his answer is “no, the master 
wishes to avoid it if possible, but leaves it tu the ma- 
nagement of the Bailiff” 

To a third I say, does your master know that you 
work on the Sunday? ‘‘ No,” is the answer; “ if he 

*Our correspondent should reflect that, 
“Satire, like a polished razor kecn, 
“Wounps with a touch, that’s scarcely felt or seen!” 
Scurpsre. 
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did, he would be very angry.” Who, then, I ask, is the 


cause of your working on the Sabbath? “ The bailiff 
and the head fireman, and they do so for their own con- 
venience.”” 


Now, Mister Editor, in hopes that this statement will 
meet the eye of some of the masters, I will venture to 
suggest to the master who compels, or who knowingly 
suffers, his men to violate one of the plainest commands 
of the Bible, that it is unreasonable in him to expect 
conscientious service from any of his workpeople. I wiil 
also suggest fo those masters who reverence the Sablath 
day, the proprie‘y of a strict examination into this mat- 
ter, as | am persuaded, that several of the masters are 


suffering in their religious characters from this ve v | 


thing. Some of them will be surprised to hear, that iu 
this place, you may meet the master, with part of his 


family in one street, going to a place of worship, and in | 
another street you may meet oue of his workmen going | 


to, or coming from, his factory, with a face as black as 
a sweep’s and this, too on the sabbath ; and te master 
knows nothing of it !! I have heard many excuses made 
by the faulty parties, in this matter, but they all go for 
nothing; and therefore I shall not name them. for every 


one who is at al acquainted with the potting business | 
knows that there is no necessity, and therefore can be | 


no reasonable excuse, for working onthe sabbath. X. 


OFFICIAL NOTICES. 





TO THE PAINTERS AND GILDERS DISTRICT | 


DELEGATES, 

The Central Board of the United Painters and 
Gilders’ Society will continue to hold i's sittings 
every Thursday-evening (commencing on Thursday 
next, Feb. 15, 1844.) until further notice, at 
Jas. Tarrier’s, Piccadiliy, Shelton. 


By Order of the Ceutral Board, 
E. W. SALE, Secretary, 


__ Ee 


TO THE UNITED BRANCH OF OVENMEN, 


On Tuesday-evening, Feb. 20, 1844, a General 
Meeting of the Ovenmen, will take place at the 
George and Dragon Inn, New Street, Hanley; when 
und where every lover of his branch is expected to 
be in attendance. The Meeting will be addressed 
by a Delegate from every Distri:t. 


THE CHAIR TO BE TAKEN AT SIX o’CLOCK 
PRECISELY. 
By Order of the Central Board of OvermeEn. 





TO THE UNITED PACKERS SOCIETY. 


The first Anniversary Dioner of the United Packers 
will take place on Tuesday, Feb. 20, 1544, at the 


Mr. | 





Marquis of Granby Inn, Burslem; when and where 
every member of the Society is expected to attend. 


TICKETS ONE SHILLING EACH. 
By Order of the Executive Board of Packrns. 
Burslem, Feb. 5th, 1844. 





TO THE PRESENT UNORGANIZED PACKERS 
OF HANLEY. 


On Monday-evening next, Feb. 13, 1844, a General 
Meeting of the Hanley and Shelton Packers, will take 


| place at Mr. Charles Knight's, True Blue, Hanley, wheu 


and where every lover of his trade is expected to attend 
CHAIR TO BE TAKEN AT SIX o’CLOCK _ 
PRECISELY. 
PACKERS OF HANLEY, DO YOUR DUTY! 
By Order of the Hanley Working Committee, 
Hanley, Feb. 6th, 1844. 


TO THE SLIP-MAKERS' OF HANLEY. 

On Monday-evc ping next, Feb. 12, 1844, a General 
Meeting of the Slip-makers of Hanley and Shelton will 
tuke piace at the White Hart, Hanley; when every 
Operative Slip-Maker is respectfully requested to attend, 


By Order of the Hanley Working Committee: 
Hanley, Feb. 6, 1844. 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Received, T. S. Surtton; A Pour Man, Burslem; 
and a Longton Junior Printer. 
No room for the Patriot. 


Our friend Scribble is aware of the unavoidable delay 





| of his communication, but, we are happy to say, wu 


shall appear without fail next week. 
A few of the back numbers of the Examiner remaining 


| on hand they may be had now of the publisher, Mr. Evans, 


Brunswick-Street, Shelton. 

Advertizing scale of ** The Potters’ Examiner ;” cir- 
culation 2000, Ten lines five shillings ; every additional 
line fourpence. 

All communications to the Editor to be addressed 
“ Examiner” Office, Piccadilly Shelton. 


THE POTTERS’ EXAMINER, 
And Workman's Advocate. 
Fesrauary 10rn, 1844. 


We beg leave to call the attention of our readers to 
the communication of A Hanley Tradesman, inserted in 
another part of our paper; and which does honour to 
the heart of the writer. It will be perceived, from that 
communication, that the writer has made the doxation 
of five shillings, to be devoted to the uses of our little 
periodical. We have no need to say, that it is the duty 
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of every Operative Potter to gratefully acknow lege 
the kin:tness of this individual, by rendering bin a‘l the 
support in their power, in the department of trade to 
which he belongs. The Lodges are alreavg scquainted 
with his name and calling ; and we have no doult, that 
every member of the Union will see the paramount 
uecessity of giving his support, net only to this honour. 
ab'e individu+l, or the Small Tradesn an, whose p:ac- 
tical kindners appeared in a former Examiner, but to all 
those, AND THOSE ONLY, who liave shown t: em- 
selves to be in favour of the great and yood cause tor 
whic we are rom! ined. 


In another part of our paper will be seen a communi- 
cation from a correspondent who signs himself X. The 
article r flects much eredit on the hea:t of the writer; 
and we sincerely hope that the evil complained of may 
weet with a speedy ren oval; not ovly tor the cred t of 
the Manufactures and Firemen, but also for the honour 
of our religion and the conservation of the Sabbath. But 
we wou'd here remark, that we think that our co: respon- 
dent attache stoomuch b’ame to the Firemen ard too little 
io the Manufacturers ; for it should be remembered, that 
the latter live within sight of the smoke of their own 
Ovens, and consequently must know something of this 
bod anc irre ligrous practice. 

TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GENERAL 

COMMITTEE OF OPERATIVE POTTERS 


Sikz,—Having the cause of your Publication at heart, 
end wishing it all possible success, I hereby take the 
liberty of forwarding to you the sum of Five Shillings, 
as a small mark of the estimation in which I hold ) our 
valual.le and independent litile Journal 


I am, Sir, Yours respectfully, 
A HANLEY TRADESMAN. 
Hanley, Feb. 6th, 1844. 


PROGRE:S OF TRADE REFORM. 
SWINTON. 

To the Editor of the “ Potter’s Examiner.” 
Sin,__I am desirous, throuzh the medium of your 
valuable paper, of informing the Potiers of Staffordshire 
of the progress we are waking in the god cause, in 
Yorkshire. Probably we sheuld not have formed our- 
selves in Union so soon, had it net been tor the tyranny 
of a sm+!! manufacturer at Mexborough, near the Rock. 
This individual, not content with making a reduction 
for two successive Martinmases must make, also, the 
villanous attempt of extracting five per cent. from the 
lard-earned wages of these under his eu ploy. This 
was a stretch of manufacturing tyranny too great 
to he borne, so a lew of us consulted together and 
formed ourselves into a Union. The consequence of 
this was a strike, which lasted about six weeks. While 
the strike was p- nding, the manufacturers of the neigh- 











bourhood laid their heads together, as to the best means 


of obstructing the obtai:.ment of our object. For this 
pur pose they obtained the services of a ‘* weak-breined”’ 
Theower, from the Don, who, after subscribing to the 
eu port of a brother Thrower, on the strike, wen', at 
the first opportunity, and took possession of his place : 
—a choise specimen of human nature this ! and a fair 
saple of what may be termed “A Yorkshire Lite!’ 
Rut this would not co, for, at the end of six weeks, we 
went in without the centage, which is a plain proof thas 
Union is Strength. ‘The Printers and Ovenmen would 
net join us in our noble undertaking ; the conscqucnce 
of which has been, that they must pay the centaye 
WHILE WE ARE FREE! Hurrah for the Union! 
They wish to join us now; but, I think, it will be well 
for them to have a short lesson from their own sack of 
experience. We are going on very pro-perously, cou- 
ridering the short tme we have commenced. These 
are amany who hang bark from joining us; but I hope, 
ere long, they will sce the necessity of throwing ‘their 
aid into the great cause of human progression; to the 
end that justice may be done to all classes, and the 
holy rights of labour concerved ! 
J am, Mr. Editor, yours in the bonds of Union, 

A SWINTON POTTER. 





BURSLEM. 


According to announcement, iu last week’s paper, a 
spirited and crowded mecting of all the Branches of Ope- 
rative Potters took place at the Swan Inn, burslew ; 
when and where the following resolutions were unawi. 
mously agreed to. 

lst That it is the opinion of this meeting that a well- 
consolidated Union is ii dispeusibly necessary for she ob- 
txinment avd maintainance of a just rewureraticn for 
labour. 

2nd, That it is the imperative duty of every Opera 
tive Potter to labour, ewrnestly and vigorously, for tie 
at‘a pment of the rights of his class. 

3rd, ‘That this meeting pledges itself to exert all its 
energies to bring about a better state of things, by con- 
tinuing steadfastly connected with the Union. 


4th, That this meeting also pledges itself to give its 
support to, and to exert all its energies to extend the 
circulation of, “The Potter’s Examiner, and W orkmui.’s 
Advocate :”—the unfiiut hing organ of The United Bran- 
ches of Ope a ive Potters. 

The meeting was presided over by the same intelli- 
gent Potter that occupied the chair in the Tunstall dis- 
trict ; and the best order and feeling prevailed To ive 
practica! efficier« y to the resolutions, a Working Com- 
mittee was formed from the body of the meeting, who, 
we have no doubt, fiom the feeling cisplay:d will enter 
epiritedly on their important dutica, and fill their office 
with credit to themselves and service to the cause. We 
have before stated, in our notice uf former mectis ps, 
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that the addresses delivered would have done honour to 
the heads of those who term themselves the learned and 
elite of society ; but, at the Burslem meeting, we are 


happy to say, the speakers far surpassed their former dis- | 


plays, and with an earnestness of feelinz, which carried 
conviction to their hearers, that their hearts were devo- 
ted to the great cause of human progrsssio: ; and that 
their only motive, in leaving their domestic circles for 
public agitation, was the destruction of tyranny and the 
elevation of their class! The important business, for 
which the meeting was called, was efficiently gone 
through :—the leading principles of T'rades’ Combinati- 
ons were discussed with much ability and great conse- 
cutivness of idea. Indeed, we were never better pleased 
than we were at the principles advanced at this meeting. 
Short-time, Limitation of Apprentices, and Emigration 
were the leading topics of the evening, and received, by 
the audience, with many hearty bursts of applause. A 
bright day is dawning over the Potters ! Let them stea- 
dily persue the study of these important subjects, and 
great will be the consequences. The men of Barslem 
seem alive to their interest! We congratulate them on 
the spirit of their procedings. May they go steadily 
forward. ! 


After thanks having been vo'ed to the Delegates and 
Chairman, and one, ortwo hearty cheers the meeting 
seperated in a peaceable and orderly manner. 

We have to thank the police for their kindness in at- 
tending the mecting; hoping at the same time, they 
will not forzet to pay the same compliment to the Ma- 
nufacturers, whea the latter meet again at their Cham- 
ver of Commerce. 


‘WHAT MUST BE DONE WITH THE 
UNEMPLOYED?” 


To the Editor of the ‘‘ Putters’ Examiner.” 


Sir,—Amongst the many valuable articles in No. 
9, of the Potters’ Examiner there is one, in parti- 
cular, that deserves the sfrictest attention. I allude 
to that by Mr. P. Watkin, oa the best means of 
employing the unemployed, subsisting on the funds of 


the Union. 


The plan, laid down by that Gentleman, ought to 
be taken into consideration by the Committee of the 
various Unions, and to have justice done to it, by 
giving it a fair Trial which is the only means of 
proving whether it will answer or vot. 


I hope that the subject will have every possible 
attention in favour of it; and, at a future period, 
tie result will be plainly seen!! 


A WELL WISHER. 








To the Editor of the “‘ Potters’ Examiner.” 


S1r,—In looking over your valuable little Periodical 
of the 27th of January, I find a communication on 
the all-important question “ What must be done with 
the Unemployed?” signed Peter Watkin, and as | 
take a cifferent view of the matter, I hope you will 
allow me, through the same medium, to express my 
views to the Pottery public. In the communication 
before alluded to, Mr. Watkin has divided the Potters 
into three classes viz :— 

“Ist. The able-bodied, ingenious, industrious ; 

2nd. The week in Body, or weak in Intellect; 

3rd. And,” he remarks, ‘“‘by far the most nu. 
merous are those who, through habits of indolence 
and intemperance, or dishonesty, have forfeited the 
good will and respect of every manufacturer they 
have attempted to serve;” and adds, “so long as 
there is a Union in existence the first named class 
wi'l be very small, while it will keep the other two 
very numerous.” 

Now, Mr. Editor, I am far from thinking that any 
body of men, the majority of whom are ignorant, indo- 
lent, and intemperate, are in a fitstate to contend 
for their natural rights, or Political Freedom; and 
{ am also far from thinking this a natural state for 
the majority of any body of men to be placed in. 

I shall therefore proceed to lay down a plan which 
will not only give employment to the unemployed, 
but will tend to confer the highest possible benefit 
upon the whole; viz. an enlightened mind, an healthy 
body, and strong intellect. Only let the working 
men be educated then shall tyrants tremble, and the 

rights of labour he established. The plan that | 

propose is the following. Let the hours of Labour 

be shortened. ‘There has come scores of instances 

under my own knowledge, of late, where men are 
| working (I might say slaving) from five o’Clork in 
| a morning to nine, or ten, in the evening, and very 
| often all night, aad even on a Sunday. There may 
| well be ignorance and want of employment! Sup- 
| pose the hours cf Labour were from six in the 

moining to six in the evening, I feel convinced, for 
| my own part, there would be employment for the 
| unemployed, and an opportunity of becoming Phy- 
sically, Mentally, and Morally better. I know there 
will be many objections urged against this plan, but 
as I feel I am trespassing too far on your space | 
shall not attempt in my present epistle to confute 
them; but should this get pu! lication, 1 shall be very 
happy to meet all objections, and answer all questions 
on the subject. 

Hoping you will allow me a corner in your valu- 
able little Periodical. 

I subscribe myself, 
AN ENEMY TO SLAVERY. 
Burslem, Feb.. 1st. 1844. 
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To the Editor of the “ Potters’ Examiner.” 


Sir,—From the title which your publication assumes, 1.e., 
“ The Potters’ Examiner, and Workman’s Advocate,” I 
should consider that it lies open not only for the reception 
of all those addresses, which advocate the rights of labour, 
or which elucidate the paramount importance of labour, of 
its being equally as essential to the happiness of the com- 
munity at large as capital ; or those addresses which shew 
clearly that the labouring man may claim honour, respect, 

and praise, equal to the capitalist, or to him who fills 
the highest office in the realm ; or, lastly, those addresses 
which attempt to elevate the working classes in outward 
prosperity and happiness, but that your publication would 
also receive those dis courses which tend to encourage, and 
give a stimulus to the labouring portion of the community, 
to enrich their minds, to gain to themselves that useful in- 
formation, which will make them useful and advantageous 
to themselves, to each other, to their country, the nation, the 
world; to seek after that knowledge which gives grandeur, 
dignity, nobility, to man; to seek after that knowledge 
which will raise him from the depths of his present mental 
meanness and degradation, and from the level of the brute 

creation, and place him upon a pinnacle which would enti- 

tle him to the name of a man. 


If the labouring portion of the vommunity would pursue 
this course, it would give a new impulse to those powers, 
those faculties, which God has given them, an impulse 
which would quicken the perceptive powers of the mind, an 
impulse whieh would brighten the intellect, and bring tnto 
fresh life and vigour those now dormant, latent faculties 
of man. and give vitality, activity, and strength to the 
now deadly, slothful, fe energies of the human mind. 
Nay. such a course, if pursued by the working classes, 
would produce more bright ideas, more sublime thoughts, 
more pure affections, more godlike dispositions, and prin- 
ciples, more godlike respect, more pity and sympathizing 
feeling for eaeh other, more dignified and ame actions ; 
yea, such a course pursued by an individual, would exert 
an influence on his mind, as to lead him to enter the mine 
of knowledge, not to skim or work upon the surface, but 
to sink, if possible, to its depths, stretch to its lengths, 
extend to iis@breadths, soar to its immense height; he 
would leave no stone unturned, no flower unexamined, no 
object untouched. 
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Such a task might seem arduous ; such an undertaking 
to the labouring man might appear difficult, and to require 
uch labour ; and much pains and exertion would be re- 
uisite to such a line of conduct. True; but though this 
the case, is there not something connected with this, 
hich would encourage, animate and cheer him in his 
rsuit? Does he not know, that the deeper he 
wes in the mine of knowledge, that to him richer will 
etheore! The further he stretches his mind in it, the 
weeter the fruit; the greater the grasp, the more va- 
le the jewels ; the mightier the struggle, the more 

ing the victory ; the craftier the opponent, the more 
iseworthy the achievement. An enterprize worthy of 
























every human being. A calling which speaks to the 
working population, with a voice as loud as thunder, 
for immediate adherence to its call. A vocation like this 
Sor the labouring class, would reduce them as it were down to 
mere chaos, and remodel them into quite new creatures ; 
emerging them, as it were, out of aworld of darkness, into 
@ world of liyht never before caperionees ; presenting to 
their minds new objects, fresh views ; multitudes of 
topics for meditation ; crowds of beings requiring thought. 
This universe of ours would become one vast system o 
delight, sweetening the bitter cup of life, cheering man in 
his temporal pursuits, refreshing him in this state of 
probation, adminstering comfort in his hours of solitude, 
smoothing the path of life, tranquilizing the agitated breast, 
giving a kind of relish tu the toils of man. Such are 
the effects which result to a man who seeks knowledge, 
but these are not all, knowledge would awaken within 
his breast a sense of his own wants and necessities, 
and a disposition to supply those wants. It would pro- 
duce a disposition to stand against every attack which 
deprived him of those supplies. It would create a spirit 
of zeal to grapple with every unjust assault, to break 
ev , to snap every effort, which deprived him of 
those rights which belong to him as a man. H. M. 


- OFFICIAL NOTICE. 
TO THE UNITED BRANCH OF HOLLOW-WARE 
PRESSERS. 


On Monday, Feb. 12, 1844, the Anniversary Dinner 
of the Burslem Lodge of Hollow-Ware Pressers will be 
held at the Black Lion Inn, Burslem; when and where 
every member of the Branch is respecifully requested to 
attend. 


DINNER ON THE TABLE AT HALF-PAST SIX 
o’CLOCK. 
TICKETS ONE SHILLING AND FOUR-PENCE EACH. 
By Order of the Burslem District Board of, 
HOLLOW-WARE PRESSERS. 





EMIGRATION.---Letrer No. V. 


The following is from the pen of Mr. William Brunt» 
one of whose communicatious, it will be remembered» 
has before graced the columns of the Examiner. The 
present communication is but short, yet the matter is 
sterling; and is another addition to the valuable, 
homely intelligence that has already appeared, on the 
important subject of Emigiation, through the medium 
of this paper.---Ep. 


TO Mr. MOSES SIMPSON. 


Friend Simpson, I hereby answer all your interoga- 
tions in as explicit a manner as space will admit. 


Ist. Your astonishment at my purchasing both 
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horses and oxen, is owing to vour want of acqnintance 
with the mode of cultivation adopted in this country. 

2nd. As to spade culture there is no need for it here, 
unless a man may be necessitated to adopt it for wart 
of a team. 

3rd. Forty acres is the lowest government allotment 
that can he purchased. 

4th. The growing of flowers is not practised in this 
contry, as a great variety of the most beautiful wi d 
flowers abound, yet, there are large seed-stores at St. 
Liwis. The prices I know not. 


5th. The price of leather | do not know; but the 
quality is bad, 

6th. A crate of ware weuld do well if you will bring 
10 inch WBaking-Dishes, Plates, Twifflers, six-inch 
Muffins, Pint and half Pint Bowls, and Mugs, Cups, and 
Sauc: rs, and those only. 


7th. A log-house may be erected at a very small 
charge, say about £5, or you may go as far as you 
please. 


8th. Glass Windows are not very common. here, 
though I have them. Glass is cheap. 


9th. As to £40, it would depend upon what kind of 
settlement you would make, and whether you mean £40 
each, or united, the amount of your family you would 
have to keep till you could crop for yourselves. I must 
say it could not do a great deal. 

10th. Ifa few of you could join and purchase the 
Farm next to me, consisting of 160 acres, a considerable 
portion of which is in a state of cultivation, you would 
do well, It may he bought for about £150. The 
owner is a Mormon, andhas taken a notion to remove 
to Narvoo, the city of the New Jerusalem, it is the best 
Farm in the settlement, and a very great bargain! 1 
have now answered your questions one, by one. 


As to Mr. Lowes interogations, they are far 
ton numorous to answer in detail, but there is one to 
which I answer yes, and that is whether I think it 
would not be best for a person to come and see for him- 
self. 


N. B. You may direct his attention to the Farm | 
have mentioned, if you find it impracticable among your- 
selves. 

Yours truly, 
WILLIAM BRUNT. 


A FREE MAN! IN A FREE COUNTRY!!! 





~~ 





Pustrp, 
THE EMIGRANTS’ FAREWELL TO 


ENGLAND. 
air “iSLE OF BRAUTY FARE THER WELL.” 


Home of Tyrants! thee for ever 
Willingly we bid Adieu ; 

Grant it, Heaven, our lot may never 
Be again thy shores to view : 
Bygone lifetime, past in bearing 
Troubles more than tongue can tell, 
Makes us earnest in declaring, 
Land of sorrow Fare thee well ! 


Ifuman locusts ! nurtur’d under 
Englands glory, Church and State, 
Wallowing in the heaps of plunder 
That the sons of toil create, 

Never more, we hope you'll find us 
*Mongst the rank beneath your spell ; 
All we gladly leave behind us ; — 
Land of pillage Fare thee well ! 


Hydra-headed, base exaction ! — 
Britain’s vampire with its prey ! 
Taking almost every fraction 
From the labourer’s store away. 
Thee, too, as we leave for ever, 
Leaping from a power so fell, 
Long we to return ? No Never?! 
Land of Taxes Fare thee weil ! 


How across our recollection 

Flit the numerous ills we've borne, 

As beneath so called protection 

flav'rys chains have long been worn ; 
Blue-coats. worse than worst of creatures ! 
And the oft fill’d prisons cell, 

All present their cursed featares ;_ 

Land of bludgeons Fare thee well ! 


Wretched poor! with all yonr sorrows, 
Bless‘t with something called Poor Laws, 
Oft were felt the keenest horrors 

As were seann'd each hated clause. 

But no more shall they offend us ; — 
Loud we'll sound their funeral knell ; 
Kinder climes shall soon befriend us ! 
Land of Bastiles Fare thee well! 


Ills so dire, and so distressing, 

Bid us hasten from the spot, 

Hoping soon t’ enjoy the blessing 

Of a far more happy lot ! 

England ! each of us have tried it, 

And if there’s another H__!, 

Garnt, kind Heaven ! we may avoid it ;_ 
Land of mis’ry Fare thee well! 


J. Movunrrorp. 
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